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ABSTRACT
A patient developed diffuse alveolar haemorrhage shortly after heavy kratom ingestion. Imaging and bronchoscopy confirmed 
haemorrhage. Vaping was excluded as a confounder.

A middle-aged woman presented with acute hypoxemic respi-
ratory failure after ingesting large amounts of kratom daily. 
CT imaging demonstrated diffuse bilateral ground-glass opac-
ities. Bronchoscopy revealed hemorrhagic mucosa with pro-
gressively bloodier BAL aliquots, confirming diffuse alveolar 
haemorrhage (DAH). Both the patient and family verified she 
had not vaped for over 2 months prior to admission, making 
vaping-related DAH unlikely. Workup for autoimmune, in-
fectious, and vasculitic etiologies was negative. Heavy kra-
tom ingestion remains the most plausible contributing factor 
(Figure 1) [1, 2].
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FIGURE 1    |    (A) Axial and coronal CT demonstrating diffuse bilateral ground-glass opacities. (B) Bronchoscopy showing hemorrhagic mucosa. 
(C) BAL aliquots with progressively bloody appearance consistent with DAH.
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